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MoNDAV, December 22, 1851. 

'fhe Senate was ca.lied to order by the President pu1suant to 
adjournment -prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baggerly-roll called

uorum presP.nt. 
q •rhe journal of Sntnrday was read nnd adopted. 

Ou motion of Mr. Scerne, the Sennte took a re< ess until the 
hont· should arrive for the inauguration of the Governor and 
Lienteuant-Governor elect. 

The lwur for the inauguration having arrived, the Senate pro
ceeded to the place desig11at1:id for that purpose. 

IN JOINT SESSION. 
Roll called. --quorum present. 
The onth of office was then ndministered by the Speaker of 

the Hon~e of Representatives to P. H. Bell, Governor elect; who 
delivered the following address: 

GENTI.K\IZN OF THE LEGISLATURE, 

AND FELLOW-CITIZENS : 

By t110 generous confidence of the people of Texas, I am 
call~d upon to renew, to-day, in the pr~sence of this enlightened 
assembly, the constitutional oath "\vhich two years ago was ad
ministered to me within this capitol. Tlrn exalted compliment 
which tlrnt confidence conveys, and the flattering manrter in 
,vhich it lurn been indicated, very naturally excites in me feel
ings of pride and sati::;fhction; which, to indulge, is both grate
ful and consofatory. The honor conferred has created a debt 
ot grat1tnc1e which, I foar, neither services nor sacrifices on my 
part will ever enable nie to repay; and there is no language 
·which will :::.deqnately express to my fellow-citizens at la:rge, 
the high appreciation I l1avo placed llpon their approval of n1y 
public acts, clariDg the cvcntfnl period that I have had the ho
nm· trJ preside at the head of tho :')tate Government. 

In :ig:t.ia ::v:;suming tho position of Chief J\Jagistrate of the 
State, ram sensible of the weight of responsibility resting upon 
me~ and of the elevated c11~:..r:1cter of the dut.ies it devolves. .My 
notico is first directed to tlrnt Supreme Being '.d10se aid and 
comfort I l~::ffe en~r sought, in cn"e1·y \.<cis:~itnde nnd trial; and 
who bas so often vondisnfcd his gu~:rcljan cnrc to our beloved 
t:ountry, by rclicvin0 her thronglt his proviclentinJ assistance 
from tlw per11s ~-nd f,nnres with ·which she has Leen encom
passed, in he;· cd::>rts to nchieve nnd in·eserve social, political, 
and religious frecc1o~n. I TIO'.V invoke IIis blessings upon our 
vonnrr St<ttc, and I.I:s aicl in the consecration of the glorious in-. ..._, 
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stitutions of our common country to Liberty and Independenoo 
forever. 

Since my connection with the civil department, it has been 
impressively realized to me, that if there is one thing more than 
any other calculat.ed to sustain the public servant, in his efforts 
faithfully to discharge his duties, it is the well-defined app1oba
tion of those whose agent he is. To the mind directed by ho
nest impulses, it comes as a balm and a healing, to soothe and 
bind up the wounds which .envy, malice, 01· ambition, some
times seeks to inflict. Although as exempt, perhaps, as many 
others more meritorious than myself, occupying a similar po
sition, from the poi'aoned arrows of vituperation, yet, I have not 
been entirely free from the noxious mists which error and mistep-
resentation have attempted to throw around the humble, ardent 
and honest exertions which I have devoted to the relief of our 
promising young State, in her comparatively new experiment 
of State organization. Of this, I do not co1nplain ; for it is a 
distinguishing characteristic of this glorious country of ours, 
guarantied by the constitutional charter under which our so
cial and political rights are maintained, that individuals, mea· 
sures, and parties, are eq11,ally the legitimate subjects of com
ment nnd criticism. It reflects much honor upon our citizens, 
that the '"'liberty of speech and of the press" seldom, if ever, 
~re so far abused as to require an appeal to the statutory pro
visions of the land; the cause being traceable to that high-toned 
moral sentiment pervading our community, which aooner ~r 
later applies a much more potent and salutary check, than IS 
to be found in the restraining penalties of the law; and if, as 
is declared in the political axiom, that "error ceases to be dan.
gerous when truth is left free to combat it," it is far better to 
Ieave thej~ivilege refe1Ted to unrestrained, in order to reveal 
~eful an · 1mportant facts, than attempt to close up the cha.p· 
nels of intelligence; which, if left open and unimpeded, will 
often prove tlie medium of throwing off disguises, and of ex· 
~osing to general view, the motives and acts of :(>ublic agen~, 
should they at any time manifest a desire to sacrifice the public 
weal to purposes of self-aggrandizement. 

The events of the past two years associated with the opera· 
tions of our State Government have been marked by more .than 
ordinary interest. ¥any of the questions to be met and dec1d~d, 
contained from then· very nature the elements of high exci~e
ment and disagreement, if not of discord. The people, the Legirr 
latnre and the Executive, respectively, have had their own p~rts 
assigned them to act, in full view of these new and most im· 
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ortant measures prior to their consummation; subjecting the 
~untry thereby to the severe orde. al of conflicting opinions, 
thf<>ugh which it. could not safely ~ass but by a patriotic sur
render of all sectional and selllsh views to the one great and 
common object-that of preserving the interest of our S.ta.te 
free from inJnry, and her integrity without a blemish~ Amidst 
these conflicts of opinion, there has really been no· diversity of 
interests, and it will now, as all passion has subsided, and re&
l(ln is again permitted to resume her just prerogatives) be allow
~ that all desired the attainment of' the same end, but by v.ery 
different channels, and with antagonistic views in reference t.o 
its accomplishment. 

Differing, as I have done as your Executive, with anothel' 
important branch of the Government, and many of my fellow
citizens, in reference to several measures of vital importance, I 
ean find no occasion more appropriate than the· present to de
clare in great sincerity, that whatever diversity of opinion may 
exist in the legislative counsels, or amongst my fellow-citizens 
generally in relation to my official acts, or how various soever 
may be the estimates placed upon them, I have on all occasions 
been governed only by a strong, uncompromising conviction of 
what I considered to be my duty, coupled with a firm determi
nationto perform it no matter what the inconvenience or hazard 
to myself; repudiat~ng at all ti1!1es? as far as it was in the pow
er of weak humanity, that prejudice and passion so naturally 
epringing from the speculations and conflicting theories touch· 
ing t11e operations of Govei·nment so freely indulged, and which 
if not resisted, remain a stumbling block to the attainment of 
public justice, and are utterly subversive of good order, good 
feeling, and that harmony which should always distinguish pub
lic agents entrusted with important and sacred duties. 

I have been careful freely to accord to others the same hones
ty of purpose and devotion to the best interests of the country 
that I claim for myself; I embrace this occasion further to re
mark, that to those of my fellow-citizens who have sustained 
me with a generous confidence and noble advocacy in the 
measures I have recommended, and the views which I have 
thought it my duty to promulgate, I now return my sincere 
thanks, the best tribute of a grateful heart. For those whose 
opinions have been adverse to my own, with an opposition 
eliaracterized by manly independence, I entertain no feeling• 
but those of respect and kindness. For others, who opposed 
my public course (with too much acrimony perhaps,) I have no 
censure, and nothing to urge, but respectfully request. that they 
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will carefully revise, and if consistent with a liberal and inge
nuous consideration of the error which inseparably attaches to 
us all, reverse the decision, originating no don bt in the pures* 
intentions, but amidst excitement too strong for sound conclu-
1ions. 

With these remarks, fellow-citizens, explanatory of the mo
tives and feelings that have actuated 1ne during my official 
tenn just expir~d, I throw myself upon the magnanimity and 
justice of a constituency, who, by their liberal sanction and 
distinguished support, have imparted to ine increased incentives 
to fidelity in re-commencing my laborR. 

Discarding, then, the recollection of past dissensions, and 
looking forward only to the best 1neasures of conducting our 
public affairs to a successful ter1nination, I enter upon the new 
adm.inistration with a determination to meet, as far as I can, the 
just expectations of a people who have done me signal lrnnor, 
and whom I can best repay by exerting whatever of qualifica
tion I may be able to command in the promotion of their best 
interests. This qualification I sha11 endeavor to seek in a 
proper intelligence to discern, discretion to execute, and indns· 
try to fulfill every duty intruste<l. 

!laving already, in my late message to the Legislature and 
in other previous communications, given my views in relation 
to what I conceived to be tho n10st important subjects connect
ed with the general policy of the State, mid having 1midc s~1c? 
suggestions touching the same as my judgment approved, 1t JS 

therefore unnecessary, and wonld p~~rhaps be deemed out of 
place for me again to advert to them en th is occasion. 

Let it be sufficient for me to repeat that, "t,vith the constitution 
and laws as 1ny guide, it y\'iJl be my constant ni1n to i-m..:sen:e, 
as far as 1ny agency will a11ow, n,11 the p;reat fundamental prm
ciples which the framers of oul' State chitrtcr intended to secure 
and perpetuate. Entertaining a profonncl reverence for the con
stitution of tho United States, constitntin~~·-as it was i12tcndcd 
to do by those who frnrncd it--the fonnc1ation of our national 
peace and strength, I shall consider it my duty, ::rn it will ~e 
mv pleasure, to support it, " as well in iis lirnl'tations us in its 
attthorities," and at the same time to rH;pect tho rir,.d1ts nnd ~u
thorities reserved to the States nu cl to the people ,f" as cstiential 
to the success of the general sy;;tcm." 

I cannot conclude this addre.ss without expressing to yon who 
n.re now present, and to my follow-eitize.1i:3 ~-rener~lly, my hen.rt· 
felt congratulations upon the prosperous co'i~ditio:r1 of oer ~·ouna 
State. To me, the contrast bctwe2u wb:.lt Texas n~:r\v is anr 
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what·she was in 1836, is indeed most striking: it is difficult to 
realize the great and happy chanO'e which has taken place.
Sixteen years ago, with a soul filled with the wild ardor and as
pirations of boyhood, I left my well remembered and much-loved 
native hills to make my home in this distant land, to aid her peo
ple in t~ei~ patriotic struggle for freedom. I landed with no 
exile's teelmgs on the shores that ~Jrnre henceforward, and fo:r 
weal or woe, to be my abiding place, for I dwelt with delight 
upon the kind recollections of the home I left behind me and 
all the endearments of family associations. 

A dark cloud then hung lowering over this fair land. The 
Lone Star shone fitful through the gloom-now beaming with 
the light of peace and hope--now almost quenched in blood, 
yet ever with a halo of glory encircling it. 'Ve have lived to 
eee that lost Pleiad restored to its proper place among its sister.s~ 
no longer obscured by doubt or difficulty, but shining far abroact 
to the nations of the earth, a beacon, which every day growt1 
brighter and more glorious. I-Iers was no ineteor light spring
ing fro1n the tnists of ignorance and s 1per3tition, such as faint
ly shines at intervals over the benighted lands of J\ilexico and 
Cuba, which gleam but for a n1oment only to lead the unwary 
to disappointment and destruction, but steady aud pure like 
the north star, a guide to every wanderer who seeks an asylum 
from oppression or inexorable misfortune. Honor, eternal hon· 
or to the brave dead who offered up their lives to inake Texrus 
what she now is. Let us never forget that to them we are 
mainly indebted for the proud inheritance we this day enjoy. 

Though the days of the Repn blic were '' the days of our glo
ry," that deeds of devoted patriotis1n and daring chivalry were 
then performed which would have graced the heroic pages of 
Greece and Rome, it cannot be denied that she held an unen
iviable place a1nongst the nations of the world. With a spar88 
po_rnlation, exhausted by war, it could not be otherwise. 

I cannot better convey to yon my feelings than by adopting 
the sentiment so beantifhlly expressed by that distinguished and 
highly talented patriot, the last President of the Republic, upon 
the solemn occasion when he pronounced, "the Republic of Texas 
is no more! " 

"The Lone Star of Texas, which, tm1 years since, arose amidst 
clouds and fields of carnage, and obscurely shone for awhile, 
has cuhninated, and, following an inscrutable destiny, has pass
ed on and become fixed forever in that glorious constellation 
which all freemen and lovers of Freedorr1 in the world must love 
sud adore-the American Union. Blending its rays with its 
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1ister States, long may _it continue to shine : and may a ~·aciou• 
Hea:ven stllile upon this consummation of the wishes of the two 
Republics, now joined togetber in one ! .May the union be per
petual t And may it be the means of conferring benefits and 
blessings upon the people of all the States I " 

It was not until Texas took her place as one of the States 
ofthe great.American Unionthattlhe occupied the position which 
nature designed for her. From that period to the pres~nt, her 
onward march to power and improvement has been unexam!Jlcd. 
Nations behold the fruition of our hopes. From every land emi
~rants are flocking, in welcome erowds, to partake of our pros
perity. Fr.on1 the vine-clad hills of France and Germany, from 
lrtiland's ~een shores and En~land's smiling fields, and from 
our own sister States, they swell the living tide--until the soli· 
tary plains have been made to rejoioo and the wilderness to 
blossom as the rose. A land more fair and happy never sun 
•iewed in his wide career; salubrious, mild, its bills are green, 
its woods and prospects fair, prairies fertile; and, to crown tha 
whole, it is our home-the land of Liberty and all its sweets ! 

P.H. BELL. 
The oath of office was then administered to James W. Hen

derson, Lieutenant-Governor elect, who delivered the fClllowing 
llddress: 

Senators and Repre8entatimes: 
Having been chosen by the free and voluntary tmffrages of 

the peopTe of this State, to fill a. responsible office under the 
Constitution; and having nowf erformed the :first duty impose? 
upon me, by taking the oath o office, I de~m this an appropn· 
ate -0ccasion to express to the Senators and Representatives or 
-this State, and to my fellow-citizens here assembled, those feel· 
in~s of profound gratitude with which I am so deeply hnpressed; 
&nsing from the confidence implied by the vote which I ha!• 
received, and which has elevated me to an office, reqniring I~ 
the performance of its duties, talent, ability and. wise exper1· 
ence. 

For this assurance of their approbation and confidence, I re
turn to you, their Senators and Representatives, und through 
you to the people of this State, my heartfelt thanks for the hon" 
or conferred upon me. 

Distrusting tny ability to perform at all times, the various du· 
ii.es imposed upon the presiding· officer of the S-enate, in such. a 
mtJ.nner as will give entire satfafaction to all, I shall enter uJ?O;_ 
the discharge of these duties with extreme caution and diti 
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dence; knowi.n~ as I do, tha~ the office has been filled with dis
t"ngnislied abthty and experience by my predecessor. Yet, I 
~ay hope with the aid and co-operation of experienced Sena.
tors to observe and enforce the rules which that body may 
adopt for its government. Should I be able to perform thia 
with promptitude, impartiality and satisfaction to the Senate, I 
shall have accomplished all that I could reasonably desire. 

No matter how deeply I may be committed to any given pol
icy the nature of the office I hold, and its duties prescribed by 
tile' Constitution, would admonish mo, that it is no part of ray 
duty, ~or "·~onI<l it become ~ne on tl~i5 occasion, to ~xpress my 
views u1 re1a.t10n to the var10us subJects recently discussed be
fore the people of this State, and now presented to the Legisla
ture by his Excellency, the Governor. I inust be allowed there
fore to pass them until such time as I may ha,re an occasion to 
express ~ny opinio~1s with ~tl~e sanc~ion of the Constitution and 
in the discharge of my official duties. 

N c,·crtheless, I may be permitted to ofter to the Senators and 
Representatives of Texas, a11d to my fe1low-citizens, my sincere 
conoTatnlations upon the happy and prosperous condition of all 
the ~tates of this now glorious Union. 

May that Union, the pride and boast of every American citi
zen, continue to command the admiration of the civilized world. 
May it stand fore\'er as an ilnperishable monument, perpetua
ting the wisdom, ':al?r and yatriotism of those great and good 
men who brought it mto existence. 

1\Jlow nm also to congratulate you 11pon the positive assuran
ces eYery where g~ven by the ... i\..merican people, tomaintain the 
integrity of the Union, and to preserve, sacred and inviolate, 
their _Federal Constitution ; showing upon all occasions their 
resolute determination to bear aloft through all time the flag 
of the Union-that proud emblem of American greatness
and to transmit it to posterity, with all its glorious associations; 
un~mpaired by time; unsullied by dishonor; unstained by dis
union. 

"\Vhilst these prospects are gratifying to us as citizens of the 
great Repul>lic, we have, as citizens of Texas, equal cause to 
rejoice in the vast improvements which are every where pre
sented throughout the broad limits of our own State. When 
we contrast our present condition, social, moral and political, 
with that of a few years past, we are astonished at our rapid ad
vancement; and look back with the deepest. interest to the time. 
when Texas, without organization and without means, yet itn
pelled by a strong sense of the value and blessings of liberty, 



208 

dissolved her political connection with Mexico, and established 
an independent Republican Government, under the inost try
ing and discouraging circumstances that ever befel an oppress
ed and resisting people. 

Yest at a time when Texas, without a dollar in her military 
chest, not a bayonet bristling in her ranks; with the hopes of her 
people depressed by the atrocities committed upon her citizens 
and soldiers ; when the homes of her citizens were in flames; 
when her soldiers lay butchered upon the ill-fated plains of Goli
ad, and around the desolated walls of the .Alamo-nay, at a 
time when the progress of desolation and hostility marked the 
track of the invader, as visibly as if th3 beson1 of destruction 
had swept over the land ; the hearts of the people failed not; 
and they :met in convention to deliberate upon the affairs of 
Texas. 

Their deliberations soon ripened into action ; and they de
clared to the world that Texas was free, sovereign and indepen
dent. 

To sustain these resolves, her patriotic sons repajre<l to her 
army, then but a handful--the bold issues were soon met by the 
invader-and on the plains of San Jacinto, the gallant men of 
Texas redeemed the pledge of their country. 

The gallantry and patriotism of that little army won the plan· 
dits of their countrymen, the blessings of their country-women 
and the admiration of the civilized world; and for their country 
a name and renown vd1ich has not been tarnished by her subse· 
quent career. 

Sii~ce that day the prosperity of Texas has been steadily ad
vancmg ; her m::irch bas been onward, until we now behold 
her happy and prosperous, and rejoicing in the bountiful bless
ings of a kind and benificent providence. 

"\Vith a population not less intelligent, energetic and patriot
ic than those of the oldest States of' the confoderacy ; with a 
territory almost boundless in extent ; with a soil and clim~te 
unsurpassed by any country on this continent : bl est with a rich 
and varied soil, watered by innumerable streams, serviug for 
the delight and accommodation of her inhabitants; and pr~du· 
cing with but little labor all the necessaries und luxuries of hf~; 
almost encircled by n~vigab~e waters, forming a kind of c11ain 
around her borders as if to lnnd together an Empire State; and 
with noble rivers running a.t convenient distances through her 
entire limits; susceptible of becoming highways for the cheap, 
easy and convenient co1nrnunication of her citizens, and for the 
transportion of her surplus produce to her sister States, or to the 
great industrial emporiums of commercial Europe. 
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Possessing these. natural advantages, Jf true lr) herself, it re-. 
quires no prophetic ken to foresee that the fnture career ot 
'fexas will be as rapid in developing- her vRst resources, as her 
past history has beer:i successful an~ brilliant. . 

The many fiery tnals through which she has passed, has result· 
cd in achieving her independence; and hns indicated her present 
enviable position in the gTand galaxy of the Federal Union. 

'rrusring thnt she wilt continue to pnrsue that policy which 
will eventualiy develope her great natural resources and udvan 4 

tacres; which will maintain her proud position ns one of the 
Shttes of the Federal Union; guar<l and protect the interest of 
those who, in her cnrly struggles, periled their nil in her behalf; 
redeem her revolutionary oblign.tions upon the most tXn!ted 
principles of equity, and do ample and full justice to ull those 
who aided her in her dark and perilous ctays of adversity; maiu. 
tainincr through n!l tirne to come, a character for justice, honor 
apd liberality towards those pure and exalted patriots who were 
ever ready to lay their lives upon the altar of liberty; ambitious 
anly to perpetuate the sac:-ed principles of equality· and freedom, 
and transmit to their conntry a nun1e worthy of their exalted 
patriotism and disinter,;sted sacrifices. 

Entertaining a firrn belief, that the great intcn:ists of the State 
will be watched \\rith a sleepless vigilance by those whom a com
mon constituency have chosen, in lhe person oft he chief t~xecutive 
and the Honorable Smrn.tnrs and H.epresentuti ves of rhe present Le· 
gislatnre; .I pledg:o tbcrn a hearty co·operntion in ull things con
nected with the limited sphere in which it is iny duty to act, as 
Lieut. Goi;rernor of the State. JAMES \V. HENDERSON. 

'I1he Senate returned to their chamber, and the Hon. John A. 
Gree1· took leave of the Senate in an appropriate address: nn<l the 
Hon. James VV. Henderson took the chair. 

Mr. Eddy offered the following resolution, which \Vas adopted: 
Resoh:ed, 'l'hat the thanks of the s~nnte be tendered to the 

Hon John A. G1·eer, late Lientennnt Governor of tile State, nnd 
e.1: officio President of the Senate, for the able, dignified and im
partial manner 111 which he hns discharged the duties of Presi
dent of the Senate. und that we will look back with unfoi£ned 
pl~asnre npo11 th~ time during which w·e have, with so ~nch 
hnrmony, indulged iu social intercourse with him and ench other. 

ResoZ.Ved, fu.rt!ter, 'rhat rbe Secretary of the Senate be re
quested to furnish the Hon. John A. Greer with a copy of the 
foregoing resolution. 
On motion, the Senntc adjourned nutil 10 o'clock t1) morro\v 

morning. 


